
Independent Reading Program: Book Project for November 

 

Assignment Description: 

 Create a Readers’ Theater play based on your book. (Look at Romeo and Juliet and The 

Prince and the Pauper as examples of stories turned into Readers’ Theater plays) 

 Have at least 3 main characters from the book be in your play, and also include a narrator 

who provides basic information about the setting, etc. 

 Write it in the form of a play, with the characters’ names and then their dialogue. 

 

Example: 

Narrator: Once upon a time there were three little pigs who were building their own houses 

Pig 1: (holding some straw) I am going to build my house out of straw! 

Pig 2: (holding some sticks) I am going to build my house out of sticks! 

Pig 3: (holding some bricks) I am going to build my house out of bricks 

Narrator: So the first little pig began to build his house out of straw 

 Include some stage directions in parentheses before a characters’ dialogue to show how 

they would say the lines or what they would be doing while they are talking. 

 Do not retell all the details from the book, but simply condense the story down into a 

thorough summary. There is no word minimum or maximum, but you must convey a 

sense that you have read the entire book and understand it. Your play should be long 

enough to tell all of the significant parts of the story. 

 You can put the characters’ lines into your own words, and you can also include some 

direct quotes from the book itself, but this play should be created by you entirely and you 

should not use anything except the book itself when writing the play (so no internet sites!) 

 Divide your play into 3 Acts (1
st
 Act for beginning and rising action, 2

nd
 Act for climax, 

3
rd

 Act for falling action and resolution). 

 

Grading criteria: 

 

_____/ 15   Title Page (heading, title of your book, author, list of characters, and a picture) 

 

_____/ 5     Play is typed, stapled, and double spaced 

 

_____/ 10   Includes 3 characters and a narrator, with appropriate play conventions  

                                                                                       (characters’ name: dialogue) 

_____/ 20   Act 1 (beginning and rising action) 

 

_____/ 20   Act 2 (climax of the story) 

 

_____/ 20   Act 3 (falling action and resolution) 

 

_____/ 10   Correct grammar  

 

______/100  TOTAL POINTS (for the category papers, projects, presentations) 

 


